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MARSS Tells a New Story Each Year:  ECSE Enrollment
Once Upon a Time
Status Start Date:  It is the date that a new tabulation of enrollment begins.  
Last Location of Attendance: An indication of the students' last place of enrollment, or in certain cases, enrollment status.
State Aid Category (SAC): is used to determine which district generates state aid for students and which state aid students are eligible to generate.
Set the Stage
District Number:  The district number of the reporting/serving district.
Student Resident District Number:  It is the number of the Minnesota school district where students have established residence for educational purposes. Only district types 1, 2 and 3 qualify as potential Minnesota resident districts.
Grade Level:  It is used in assigning pupil unit weighting to the students’ average daily membership (ADM).  Prekindergarten children enrolled for evaluation or services are grade level EC.  Children with disabilities enrolled in kindergarten are grade level HK.
Develop Your Lead Character
Gender:  Required for federal reporting
Race/Ethnicity: This is a nonscientific racial/ethnic designation as defined by the U.S. Department of Education. The manner of collection is described in Minn. R. 3535.0120, Duties of District.
Home Primary Language: Typically obtained from the Home Language Questionnaire. It is the language first spoken by students when they began speaking, the language spoken most of the time, or the language usually spoken in the home. A Home Language Questionnaire signed by the parent should be on file for all students coded other than English.
Birthdate is the year, month and day of the students' birth - in that order.
Homeless Student Flag:  Homelessness is defined according to federal law within 42 U.S.C. § 103(a) (1) (2) of P.L. 100-77 (McKinney-Vento Education for Children and Youth who are Homeless). 
Primary Disability is reported if students had a disability and had an IEP/IFSP any time during the school year, regardless if the IEP/IFSP was terminated midyear. On the fall submission report the disability on the IEP/IFSP as of December 1. If the Primary Disability changes during the year, the most recent disability is reported on the end-of-year file.
Economic Indicator must be reported for all public school, public/contract alternative school, charter school and tribal contract/grant school students whether the students have access to a meal program or not. All of these schools are eligible to generate compensatory revenue.  
Limited English Proficient (LEP) is used in several federal reports which generate aid.  The definition of LEP is included in M.S. §124D.59, Subd. 2 (1sp2003).
Ward of the State flag is used to assist the department in identifying students that qualify for special funding.  Children with active individualized plans are considered wards of the state when they have been placed for care and treatment into one of the facilities described within M.S. §125A.515 or when the status of the parents is one of those described within M.S. §125A.17 (1Sp2001).  These include parental rights terminated by court order, including tribal courts; parent or guardian is no longer living within the state of Minnesota after the student placement; parent or guardian having legal custody of the child is an inmate of a Minnesota correctional facility or is a resident of a halfway house under the supervision of the Commissioner of Corrections.
The Plot Thickens:
Special Education Evaluation Status indicates the students' need for and participation in special education programs during this enrollment period. This status must be kept up-to-date throughout the school year.
Primary Disability Instructional Setting:  Must be reported for each child enrolled for service.  Not reported for children enrolled for evaluation.  Settings are reported using three sets of setting codes that are age specific.  It is not possible for the MARSS reporter to know the correct setting code to use when a child turns 3.  Communication is required.
Membership is used in the calculation of average daily membership (ADM), which is the basis for many state aids. Membership is the number of hours a child is scheduled for special education services or to participate in regular education programs through their IEP or IFSP. Include the time students were scheduled for service but were absent.  Membership is “kid time” and is not stacked and includes time for which the district has expended resources.  Membership hours must be accurately distributed when there are multiple enrollment records for a child in the same school year.
Attendance equals membership minus absences.
Special Education Service Hours (SESH) are used in the calculation of tuition bills. SESHs include direct and indirect special education services by a licensed special education teacher and may be stacked.  Think of SESH as the combined effort of special education professionals delivering all services described in a child’s IFSP or IEP.
Transportation Category includes seven descriptors of to-and-from school transportation, defined as the student’s trip to school at the beginning of the school day and the trip home at the end of the school day. Districts must enter one of seven possible transportation codes on each student record.
Create a New Chapter:
A new enrollment record is needed for each of these events:
Beginning the school year
Change in STATE AID CATEGORY (SAC)
Change of school, district or grade of enrollment
Change of resident district
Change in SPECIAL EDUCATION EVALUATION STATUS 
After re-entering school, whether after 15 consecutive days absence or upon transferring back to a prior school
When the SPECIAL EDUCATION INSTRUCTIONAL SETTING changes.
When TRANSPORTING DISTRICT NUMBER changes.
Status End Codes describes why the students' enrollment status has ended or changed.  Accurate and specific status end codes are extremely important.  These status end codes are appropriate for use when a child’s enrollment status changes during the year and a subsequent enrollment record will be created.  These codes should not appear on a child’s final enrollment record within a school year.
02: A child has moved to a new public school within the district.
14: A child is withdrawn after 15 consecutive days of absence and expected back
27: A child served under Part C is turning 3 and has been deemed eligible for services under Part B.
30: Toddlers exiting Part C and Part B eligibility has not yet been determined.
50: A new record is needed for a special education related reason such as change in primary disability category or instructional setting.  Do not use for children exiting Part C.
99: A new enrollment record is needed and the reason is not related to a child’s participation in special education.  
Status End Date is inclusive. It is the last day of membership during a given enrollment status record.
Bringing Each Child’s Story to Close:
Status End Codes describes why the students' enrollment status has ended or changed.  Accurate and specific status end codes are extremely important.  These status end codes are appropriate for use when a child’s enrollment status changes during the year and NO subsequent enrollment records will be created by the district that year.  
04: A child has moved outside the district and has a new resident district and enrolling district.
05: A child has moved outside the state or country.
11:  A child has died.
21: Early Childhood withdrawal; IEP/ IFSP objectives were met.
25: Early Childhood (EC) students evaluated only. Used for EC students who were evaluated and determined not to need special education services.
26: EC students withdrawn by parents. Used when parents withdraw the child prior to meeting IEP/IFSP/IIIP goals or outcomes.
28: EC students not eligible for Part B exiting Part C with referrals. 
29: EC students not eligible for Part B exiting Part C with no referrals.
34: Grade EC students that are exiting Part C and attempts to contact the family are unsuccessful.
40: End of year code for children enrolled on the last day of school.
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…and we all lived happily ever after!
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